THE LIFE OF JOHN BUNYAN                        45
he lies is still regarded by the Nonconformists with a feeling
which seems scarcely in harmony with the stern spirit of
their theology. Many Puritans to whom the respect paid
by Roman Catholics to the reliques and tombs of saints
seemed childish or sinful, arc said to have begged with
their dying breath that their coffins might-be placed as
near as possible to the coffin of the author of the Pilgrim's
Progress.
The fame of Bunyan during his life, and during the
century which followed his death, was indeed great, but
was almost entirely confined to religious families of the
middle and lower classes. Very seldom was he during that
time mentioned with respect by any writer of great literary
eminence. Young coupled his prose with the poetry of the
wretched D'Urfey. In the Spiritual Quixote, the adven-
tures of Christian are ranked with those of Jack the Giant-
Killer and John Hickathrift. Cowper ventured to praise
the great allegorist, but did not venture to name him. It
is a significant circumstance that, till a recent period, all the
numerous editions of the Pilgrim!}s Progress were evidently
meant for the cottage and the servants' hall. The paper,
the printing, the plates, were all of the meanest description.
In general, when the educated minority and the common
people differ about the merit of a book, the opinion of the
educated minority finally prevails. The Pilgrim'*s Progress
is perhaps the only book about which, after the lapse of
a hundred years, the educated minority has come over to
the opinion of the common people.
. The attempts which have been made to improve and
to imitate this book are not to be numbered. It has been
done into verse: it has been done into modern English.